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This article deals with the problem of the colonization plans of Moldavia, appeared in 
the time of the Grand Chancellor and Hetman of the Crown, Jan Zamoyski, after the 
ascension of Jeremy Mohila (1595–1606) on the throne of Moldavia. We tried to 
identify the social groups which were to be transferred, the reasons for their transfer, 
the initiators of the project and the times when they began to be put into practice. 
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This article deals with the colonization plans of Moldavia elaborated in the 
proximity of the Grand Chancellor and Hetman of the Crown, Jan Zamoyski. 

We shall try to present the context in which those plans occurred, their object 
and the relation between them and the Chancellor’s vision on Moldavia’s relations 
with the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The Moldavian elite position towards 
them will be the subject of another paper. 

In the historiography of Moldavia and Walachia, the topic of colonization it 
is not new and was recently analyzed1. Our contribution is dealing with the 
initiatives of transferring population prepared outside the borders of the Moldavian 
principality. 

The first historian who drew attention on this subject was Kazimierz Lepszy2. 
We have also published an article on this subject in 2002, and some considerations 
in different papers thereafter3. Based on our research, the Polish historians have 
 

1 Lidia Cotovanu, À la recherche de nouveaux contribuables: politiques publiques de 
colonisation rurale avec des « étrangers » (Valachie et Moldavie, XIVe–XVIIe siecles), in : « Revue 
des études sud-est européenes », LIII, 1–4, 2015, p. 33–69. 

2 Kazimierz Lepszy, Dyskusja, p. 112, w odpowiedzi na (in the answer to the report of)  
W. Czapliński, Polityka Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej w latach 1576–1648, p. 94–106, in: VIII Pamiętnik 
Zjazdu Historyków Polskich w Krakowie, 14–17 września 1958, pod red. Kazimierza Lepszego, 
Warszawa, 1960. 

3 Cristian A. Bobicescu, Notă pe marginea raporturilor lui Jan Zamoyski cu Moldova și Țara 
Românească, in: SMIM, XX, 2002, p. 201–206; Cristian A. Bobicescu, Atitudinea monarhiei polono-
lituaniene față de Moldova la sfârșitul secolului al XVI-lea și începutul secolului al XVII-lea. Studii 
cu privire la problematica centru-periferie, noiembrie 2003, in the archive of “Nicolae Iorga” 
Institute of History. 
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recently stressed the importance of the subject, urging in the same time, to continue 
these efforts4. Therefore, we wanted to revisit the issue, giving new nuances and 
completing our earlier views, both published and unpublished. 

In the article of 2002, we argued that some political circles from the Great 
Hetman and Chancellor’s entourage were putting pressure on him in order to obtain 
land compensations in Moldavia for losing the access to the central and local 
offices and dignities. This process occurred on the background of the Chancellor’s 
patronage network crisis in the last years of his life. 

Based on the available documentary evidence, the first moment – when the 
idea of colonizing Moldavia with “polish nobles” is grasped by the sources – could 
be placed at the end of Zamoyski’s military campaign in Moldavia from 1595, during 
which the Poles have placed Jeremy Mohila on the throne, and the principality of 
Moldavia was assigned to the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth’s sphere of 
influence, without leaving the Ottoman’s one. 

The last moment can be placed either in late 16025 or at the very beginning of 
the next year, when Jan Szczęsny (Felix) Herburt, an important person from the 
Zamoyski’s entourage, gave a speech in front of the nobility gathered at the Wiśnic 
dietina (sejmik), proposing the division of Moldavia and Wallachia between the 
Polish nobles: “to keep this countries of Moldavia and Walachia, there is no better 
method than the one used in Ruthenia by the king Casimir the Great. Because other 
kings were raising here princes which were later overthrown, our ancestors almost 
never dismounted, defending those princes. King Casimir did not like these 
dissentions and, after conquering Ruthenia, he divided it up between Poles, and 
here we are today; until we shall do the same in those countries, we shall have no 
more benefit of them and we shall not put an end to the ceaseless problems they 
cause, otherwise they shall continue to provoke only sorrows and expenses”6. 

In our article we shall bring arguments to demonstrate that between 1595 and 
1602/3 the problem of the population transfer from the Polish-Lithuanian borders 
within the Moldavian ones was an ongoing concern for a part of the Zamoyski’s 
entourage. 

The first clues of discussions about colonization appear during or immediately 
after the military campaign from 1595. Thus, Germanico Malaspina, the bishop of 
San Severo and papal legate in Poland is writing to Cinzio Aldobrandini7, the 
 

4 Dariusz Milewski, A Campaign of the great hetman Jan Zamoyski in Moldavia (1595). Part I. 
Politico-diplomatic and military preliminaries, in: Codrul Cosminului, XVIII, 2012, nr. 2, p. 261–286, şi 
idem, Part II. The battle of Ţuţora and the aftermath, in: Codrul Cosminului, XIX, 2013, nr. 1, p. 57–76. 

5 AGAD, AZ. 190, Listy Herburtów do Zamoyskiego, Jan Szczęsny Herburt do Jana Zamoyskiego, 
2.I.1603, speaks about the sejmik which was just taken place. 

6 Hurmuzaki-Bogdan, Documente privitoare la istoria Românilor, supl. II, vol. I, București, 1983,  
p. 490–514, Mowa Jegomości pana Jana Szczesnego Herbortha, starosty Wisnickiego, Moscickiego na 
seymiku Wisinskim na ten czas gdy się powrocił z Turek, w roku 1598. 

7 Henryk Litwin, Chwała Północy. Rzeczpospolita w europejskiej polityce Stolicy Apostolskiej w 
pierwszej połowie XVII wieku (1599–1648), Wydawnctwo KUL, 2013, p. 63–64. 

https://www.academia.edu/22250817/Chwa%C5%82a_P%C3%B3%C5%82nocy._Rzeczpospolita_w_europejskiej_polityce_Stolicy_Apostolskiej_w_pierwszej_po%C5%82owie_XVII_wieku_1599-1648_
https://www.academia.edu/22250817/Chwa%C5%82a_P%C3%B3%C5%82nocy._Rzeczpospolita_w_europejskiej_polityce_Stolicy_Apostolskiej_w_pierwszej_po%C5%82owie_XVII_wieku_1599-1648_
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cardinal of San Giorgio giving him information about the military campaign in 
Moldavia, its course and its consequences on the Poland’s possible joining to the 
Holy League8, a goal pursued by the Clement VIII. The bishop’s information source 
about the events from Moldavia is a certain Herburt “nipote del cancelliero”9; 
under this expression it is not difficult for us to identify Jan Szczęsny Herburt 
himself, sent to the court by the Chancellor Zamoyski with information on the 
campaign, but also in order to assure him a better visibility in the aulic milieu10. 

Information regarding Moldavia found in Malaspina’s letter are partly a 
reflection of the message carried by Herburt to the king, and the fruit of his 
personal discussions with him11 about Moldavia, the progress and the results of the 
military campaign of Zamoyski. We should keep in mind that Malaspina is sending 
to Rome the information according to which the Poles have encountered a 
depopulated Moldavia, and also about Zamoyski’s intention to found Polish colonies 
in Crimea “non dubitaua de debelare delle genti Barbare et discacciarle di 
maniera, che nelli loro domicilij, et citta si potrebbe mandare sicuramente colonie 
Polacche”12. 

The second document is a diplomatic instruction, dated on the 7th of January 
1596, given to the papal envoy Benedetto Mandina, and written – as rightly 
Andreescu13 supposed – by the cardinal of San Giorgio and pope’s Clement the 
VIII-th nephew, Cinzio Aldobrandini, to whom the above-mentioned letter was 
addressed. 

Envoy’s mission was to make demarches in order to determine Poland to join 
the Holy League and the content of instruction, among other things, informs him 
about the specific steps that he will do to achieve that goal. 

In the vision of the instruction’s author, in addition to the conviction of the 
king and of the senators, it was necessary also the conviction of the nobility “assai 
numerosa e assai povera”. In order to attract it into the League war, the papal 
 

8 Claudio Isopescu, Alcuni documenti ineditti della fine del conquecento. Secunda serie, 
Diplomatarivm Italicvm, I, 1925, Roma, the letter from 11.XI.1595, p. 468–472. 

9 Ibidem, p. 469; Hurmuzaki-Iorga, XII, Documente privitore la Istoria Românilor, 1594–1602, Știri 
aduse de Herberth de Fulstain despre luptele lui Zamoyski cu tătarii, 8.XI.1595, p. 157–160, (Biblioteca 
Ambrosiana), with informations regarding the role played by ”dominus Herborth”. 

10 Biblioteka Czartoryski, ms. IV 351, Pacta między Cesarzem Tureckim  a Polską Coroną anno1595 
o Ziemię Wołoską, f. 270–275, Terminacja powieści J(ego)M(ości) P(any) Herbultowey o przyjściu tatarów 
do Wołochy postanowieniu pokoju z nimi przez pana Hetmana Koronnego, f. 275–279. Also the Chancellor, 
is speaking about the Ottoman intention to „colonize” Moldavia, see: MVCE, tom. 5, Jan Zamoyski către 
Malaspina, 18.IX.1595, p. 68–69. 

11 Isopescu, Alcuni documenti, Jan Szczęsny Herburt ”observandissimus cliens” către Germanico 
Malaspina ”patrono”, 19.XII.1595, p. 494. Herburt is sending him a letter about the ongoing events in 
Moldavia. 

12 Isopescu, Alcuni documenti, Malaspina către Aldobrandini, 11.XI.1595, p. 471. 
13 Ștefan Andreescu, La Pologne, la Moldavie et la ”Sainte Ligue” en 1596: une nouvelle 

source, in: Revue Roumaine d’Histoire, 3, 1983, p. 214. 
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envoy was supposed to present the perspectives of enriching themselves by the 
division of lands in Moldavia, which was depopulated14. 

It is worth mentioning the fact that the instruction prepared for Benedetto 
Mandina is mentioning also a rival “colonization” project (”per disegno di fondare 
una colonia in Moldavia”), prepared by the Khan Ğazı II Giray15, but which was 
stopped as a consequence of the events from August-October 1595. 

Given this context, we might ask ourselves if it is not possible that the plans 
aiming to colonize Moldavia with “Poles” could have occurred not only outside its 
borders, but even outside the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, namely in Rome. 
Thus, Herburt’s speech from 1602/3 at the sejmik from Wiśnic would be just an 
attempt to put into practice an initiative of the Papal curia. The answer, as we shall 
see further, is nuanced. 

We consider that the origins of the proposal from Mandina’s instruction 
should be linked with the messages, observations and suggestions coming from 
Poland, its social and political situation, as well as the discussions on colonization 
from there. To support this thesis we bring into discussion the situation of the 
nobility, its relationship with the Polish army and the military and political 
entourage of Jan Zamoyski. 

The situation of nobility was analyzed by W. Czapliński in an article entitled 
Political propaganda serving the great plans,  dealing with the attempts of the 
Polish Royal court to attract by propaganda, the nobility “without engagement” to 
the eastern policy, during the “time of troubles”16. 

The actions of the court were conditioned, in the opinion of W. Czapliński, 
by the increasing number of the Polish-Lithuanian nobles. The Polish historian had 
identified some writings, dated at the end of the XVIth century and the beginning of 
the next one, in which the increasing number of the Polish-Lithuanian nobles is 
depicted17. 

Some of these brochures are worth mentioning because they are relevant for 
the context when the colonization plans of Moldavia have appeared. 
 

14 Andreescu, La Pologne, p. 250–251: “la nobilità è assai numerosa e assai povera; però con questa 
diversi haveranno da essere gli argomenti perche da se stessa sara una tall clase come suole essere sempre 
assai inclinata ale cose nuove et desiderosa di migliorare con la guerra lo stato privato; questa per sua natura 
non è solita di muoversi molto con gli oggetti di gloria publica o di speranze lontane per sublimi che siano; 
ma bisognia metergli innanzi li commode presenti, come saranno li stipendii militari et i carichi che ciascuno 
potrà con la esperienza et col valore andare acquistando, et insieme li premii che si potrano dare con la 
divisione de campi nella Moldavia, grassissima et commoditissima provincial et già quasi affatto priva di 
habitatori naturali, ove più facilmente si potranno condurre le colonie de nobili Poloni, i quali haveranno 
mille occasioni d’ingrandirsi anco sopra quelli che rimarranno nella patria; le quali considerationi è verisimile 
che muoveranno non solo la moltitudine de nobili, che de non nobili, ma anco li più grandi et la Republica 
tutta”. 

15 Andreescu, La Pologne, p. 246. 
16 W. Czapliński, Propaganda w służbie wielkich planów politycznych, in: Idem, O Polsce 

siedemnastowiecznej, PIW, Warszawa, 1966, p.164–200. 
17 Ibidem, p. 167–169. 
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Józef Wereszczyński, the bishop of Kiev, in his brochure Publika, published 
in 1594, was proposing the foundation of an Equestrian Academy, for the young 
nobleman, who were “lazying” in their fathers’ houses and causing “misunderstandings 
and troubles”18, in the South-Eastern parts of the Commonwealth. 

Piotr Grabowski, parish priest of Parnava in Polska Niżna albo osada Polska19, 
from 1596, proposes the initiation of an activity of agricultural colonization of 
Ukraine, the establishment of military settlements for defensive purposes, but also 
the colonization of territories outside the Commonwealth20, in other words an 
expansive policy by the means of colonization. 

W. Czapliński observes that these proposals appear in the context of land 
concentration in the hands of magnates that can be traced in the last decades of the 
sixteenth century and at the beginning of the next one. Based upon the statistical 
data available for the voivodeship of Kraków, Czapliński demonstrates that 
between 1581 and 1629, an increasing number of villages is owned by the great 
landowners (from 122 to 319 villages), parallel with a diminishing number of the 
villages owned by the poor nobleman, whose number is increasing (from 306 to 
339 nobles, while the number of villages drops from 282 to 85). This concentration 
of the land property21 comes on the background of the increasing number of nobles. 
The Polish historian has calculated that between 1587 and 1608 their number was 
increased by 240.00022. Czapliński sustains – his affirmation needs today to be 
nuanced23 – that this “inflation of nobility” was unable to find a “débouché” in the 
colonization of the South-Eastern areas of the Commonwealth, because they faced 
there the “resistance” of the Ruthenian magnates and were also affected by the 
Tatars invasions24. Taking this into account, the king Sigismund III and his 
entourage tried to involve them in the Eastern policy25 of the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth26. 

We can now introduce in our enquiry – in the footsteps of Antoni Mączak’s27 
suggestions and approaches – a “new” source - Relation of the State of Polonia28 – 
 

18 Czapliński, Propaganda, p. 167–168. 
19 Czapliński, Propaganda, p. 168–169; Wereszczyński, Publika, in: Idem, Pisma polityczne Ks. 

Józefa Wereszczńskiego, wyd. Kazimierza Józefa Turowskiego, Kraków, 1858, p. 1–34. 
20 Czapliński, Propaganda, p. 177–178. 
21 K. Mikulski has repeatedly sustained that the concentration of the land domains was made on two 

levels. See e.g. idem, Szlachta powiatu świeckiego w województwie pomorskim w XVI–XVIII wieku (zmiany 
struktury majątkowej), in: Acta Universitatis Nicolai Copernici, Historia, 259, 1993, p. 35–60. 

22 Czapliński, Propaganda, p. 172–173. 
23 See the newest interpretation on this topic in: Henryk Litwin, Napływ szlachty polskiej na Ukrainę 

1569–1648, Semper, Warszawa 2000. 
24 Czapliński, Propaganda, p. 181-182. 
25 Ibidem, p. 189-200. 
26 The name of the polity was Rzeczypospolita Obojga Narodów. Republic – Rzeczypospolita was 

the translation of the Latin words res publica; so the name of the state was The Common Thing of the Two 
Nations, Polish and Lithuanian, which was a composite monarchy. 

27 Antoni Mączak, Klientela. Nieformalne systemy władzy w Polsce i Europie XVI–XVIII w., 
Warszawa, 1994, p. 148–160. 
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whose author has been only recently identified. This work which provide us 
valuable information and viewpoints coming from the entourage of Zamoyski29, if 
not directly from him30. According to Sebastian Sobecki, this work was completed 
in 1603 and represents the fruit of John Peyton’s visit to Poland31. Describing the 
Polish-Lithuanian nobility Peyton records the great number of poor nobles – 
homeless and wealthless / nec rem nec larem. He notes, in the same time, that their 
poverty might push them to destroy the state and to establish a new one, where they 
would enjoy a better situation. 

His reference point is the end of the Roman Republic and the riots 
characterizing it32. He noted that one of the solutions used by the Romans to 
alleviate the situation was colonization, adopted also by Stefan Báthory, who 
settled soldiers in Livonia, after it’s conquering from Ivan the Terrible33. In front of 
the Poles – Peyton notes – stands the option to settle poor noblemen in the deserted 
regions of Podolia and Lithuania, which ultimately will “safeguard, enrich and 
broaden”34 the kingdom. In Poland, he considers, as in the Republican Rome, the 
maintenance of their suites by the great dignitaries plays also a protective role of 
the poor nobles. Peyton mentions that patron-client relationship implies the 
participation of the poor nobles to the state benefits. In addition, it prevents them 
from being drawn into disputes between different factions. 

Let us note here that the nobility which was in a precarious situation is 
mentioned both in Mandina’s instruction given by Cinzio Aldobrandini, and in a 
document whose source of inspiration can be searched for in the proximity of the 
Crown’s Grand Chancellor. So, we assume that the entourage of the Great 
Chancellor and Hetman had in mind the poor nobility (“drobna szlachta”), the 
middle nobility (“średnia szlachta”)35 and maybe, according to Mandina’s 
instruction, the commoners as well. 
 

28 Carolus H. Talbot (ed.), Relation of the state of Polonia and the united provincies of that crown 
anno 1598, in: Elementa ad fontium editiones XIII, Romae, 1965. 

29 Mączak, Klientela, p. 150: ”Wiele informacji bezpośrednich, wyrażnie poczynionych z 
perspektywy otoczenia kanclerza Zamoyskiego, relacja...prezentująca punkt widzenia odpowiadający 
otoczeniu kanclerza Zamoyskiego”. 

30 Mączak, Klientela, p. 157. 
31 Sebastian Sobecki, John Peyton’s A Relation of the State of Polonia and the Ascension of King 

James I, 1598–1603, The English Historical Review, 540, 2014, p. 1079–1097, Idem, A new manuscript of 
John Peyton’s A relation of the state of Polonia (1598–1619), The Library, 16, 1, 2015, p. 80–87; Idem, 
Peyton, Sir John (1579–1635), soldier, spy and administrator, in: Oxford Dictionar of National Biography, 
Oxford University Press, 2014–15; Idem, The Authorship of A Relation of the State of Polonia, 1598, 
available on academia.edu, https://www.academia.edu/878039/The_Authorship_of_ A_Relation_of_the_ 
State_of_Polonia_1598_Superseded_by_http_ehr.oxfordjournals.org_content_129_540_1079_ (accessed 
1.05.2016); on this subject see other papers of the same author on academia.edu. 

32 Mączak, Klientela, p. 150. 
33 Idem, Klientela, p. 154. 
34 Ibidem, p. 154. 
35 According to the clasification of the nobility made by Wacław Urban, Skład społeczny i ideologia 

sejmiku krakowskiego w latach 1572–1606, Przegląd Historyczny, 44/3, 1953, p. 314. 

https://www.academia.edu/878039/The_Authorship_of_%20A_Relation_of_the_State_of_Polonia_1598_Superseded_by_http_ehr.oxfordjournals.org_content_129_540_1079_%20(accessed
https://www.academia.edu/878039/The_Authorship_of_%20A_Relation_of_the_State_of_Polonia_1598_Superseded_by_http_ehr.oxfordjournals.org_content_129_540_1079_%20(accessed
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This “description of Poland” helps us to make the transition from the poor 
nobility to the Polish army in our presentation. The latter could absorb only 
temporarily, during wartime, the nobles surplus - identified by Czapliński, because 
in times of peace the number of soldiers enrolled in the standing Polish army 
(wojsko kwarciane-the quarter army) was relatively small, reaching up to 1,700 
people during the period we are interested in36, and a part of them where 
commoners. If the problem tends to disappear during military campaigns, it 
appears again during peacetime. 

Jan Zamoyski was Crown’s Great Hetman and he was facing this problem. 
Wojciech Tygielski’s research, undertaken under the direction of Antoni Mączak, 
show that among the Jan Zamoyski’s correspondents, until his death, soldiers were 
a constant element37; in the same time, a significant proportion was represented by 
the nobles, who were not soldiers and were holding or not an office. Was this 
determined and determinant for Zamoyski’s policy towards Moldavia? Was 
Zamoyski’s policy his own only, or was it determined by a circle or a larger group? 

Prosopographical research undertaken by the Polish historians, as well as the 
monographic works analyzing different Diets (Sejm) from the period we are 
interested in, demonstrate that much of the “politicians” are in the same time 
soldiers or persons connected somehow with military activities38. 

We can assume that the percentage of those who combine political activity 
with the military one, was higher in the southern part of the Polish-Lithuanian 
territory, on which the Chancellor had a greater influence, because of the constant 
threat of the Tartars, whose raids were taking place in these regions, thus keeping 
the nobility in a constant state of alert. 

Between the army, or the potential soldiers, be they temporary or not, and the 
Great Hetman of the Crown there is a relationship with symbiotic valences. It is 
significant, that during or at the end of military campaigns, he was the one who 
recommended to the king the worthy soldiers in order to be rewarded39. 

Although the king bestows the rewards as the unique dispenser of offices and 
public lands of the Republic, the Hetman plays here the role of a broker, a situation 
 

36 Jan Wimmer, Wojsko, in: Polska XVII wieku, Państwo-społeczeństwo-kultura, ed. Janusz Tazbir, 
1969, p. 160. Between the years 1600 and 1617 has around 1500–1700, during peacetime. 

37 Wojciech. Tygielski, Stronnictwo ktore nie mogło przegrać, in: Przegląd Historyczny, 1985, 3, p. 
214–215. 

38 Wojciech Sokołowski, Politycy schyłku złotego wieku. Małopolscy przywódcy szlachty i 
parlamentarzyści w latach 1574–1605, Warszawa, 1997, p. 24–27. 

39 Ilie Corfus, Jurnalul expediției polone în Moldova din 1595, in: “Revista arhivelor”, XXXII, 
1970, 2, p. 12. It was a ritual moment which ended the campaigns with a personal and “public” 
interaction between the hetman and the lesser commanders: “rano, kolo uczyniwszy pan hetman p.p. 
panom rotmistrzom y towarzystwu za ich prace y sluzby krwawe ktore przeciwko krol. Jego m y 
Rzept czynili, nielituiąc zdrowia, prace i maietnosc swych, podziękował, y krol. Jego m. sluzb ich 
zalecic nie zaniecha. A z ossoby swey kazdemu privatim  iako publice obiecował sie chetnie stawić 
yawsze y non deesse ktory go wzczym uzywać będzie”; about the king and hetman interraction 
regarding the army see: Przemysław Gawroń, Hetman koronny w systemie ustrojowym 
Rzeczypospolitej w latach 1581–1646, Neriton, 2010, p. 63–178, especially 83–103. 
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which either creates prerequisites for occurrence of a clientage relation or lead to 
the strengthening of an existing one. We are in the period when on the background 
of the establishment of an  elective monarchy40, the provincial nobles are turning 
increasingly more towards the magnates and increasingly less to the king, in order 
to ensure themselves a social or material advantage. This is due, states Antoni 
Mączak, to the fact that provincial nobles start to consider more increasingly the 
magnates, and less the King, as warrants of their stability41. 

Wojciech Tygielski considers that the basis of the ”social system” built by 
the Chancellor is represented by the servants, townspeople, minor clergymen, to 
whom he exchange letters, as well as the humanists and foreigners being in his 
service. His political support was provided by small state officials, nobles writing 
letters to him and soldiers of the Crown42. 

The above outlined mechanism allows us to consider as important the 
military part of the Chancellor’s clientage43. 

Researching Zamoyski’s entourage Polish historians focused on the concepts 
of patronage, clientage, and party (faction). Taking into account the works of Mark 
Greengrass44 and Stuart Carroll45 they must be widened by introducing in our 
investigation the concept of affinity, which is broader and includes also patron-
client relations. Polish nearest approach to this issue belongs to W.Tygielski and 
W. Sokołowski, who identified different types of ties, occurred inside the Chancellor’s 
faction. 

Considering the relationship between Zamoyski and his entourage, we must 
ask ourselves what was its condition in the last part of the Chancellor’s life. The 
historiography of the problem has divided Chancellor’s career into two main parts, 
according to his relations with Stefan Báthory and Sigismund III. The close 
collaboration with Báthory whose nephew in law became, made the Polish 
historians to use the term of royal favorite for defining their relationship, while the 
relations with Sigismund III, to a large extent tensioned, determined them to talk 
about the period when Zamoyski was in opposition to the monarch46. 
 

40 Henryk Wisner, Najjaśniejsza Rzeczpospolita, PIW, 1978, p. 81–83 and further, who is asking 
himself whether we can speak about elective kings since the election was carried out within the reigning 
family, during the Wasa Dynasty. 

41 Mączak, Klientela, p.143. 
42 Wojciech Tygielski, A faction that could not lose, in: Klientelsysteme im Europa des Frühen 

Neuzeit (ed. A. Mączak), München, 1988, p. 215. 
43 Stuart M. Caroll, Noble Power during the french wars of religion. The Guise affinity and the 

catholic cause in Normandy, New York, 1998 (non vidi); Idem, Ceux de Guise, The Guise family and their 
affinity in Normandy 1550–1600, Available at: https://qmro.qmul.ac.uk/xmlui/bitstream/handle/ 
123456789/1391/CARROLLCeuxDe1993.pdf?sequence=1 (Accessed on 17.05.2015), especially p. 70-77, 
where the author discusses upon the military clientele. 

44 Mark Greengrass, Noble Affinities in Early Modern France: The case of Henri I de Montmorency, 
Constable of France, in: European History Quarterly, 16, 1986, p. 275–311. 

45 Caroll, Ceux de Guise, passim. 
46 Stanislaw Grzybowski, Jan Zamoyski – faworyt i opozycjonista, in: Mariusz Markiewicz, 

Ryszard Skowroń (pod red.), Faworyci i opozycjoniści. Król a elity polityczne w Rzeczypospolitej 
XV–XVIII wieku, Kraków, 2006, p. 191–197; for an European investigation see: The World of the 

https://qmro.qmul.ac.uk/xmlui/bitstream/handle/%20123456789/1391/CARROLLCeuxDe1993.pdf?sequence=1
https://qmro.qmul.ac.uk/xmlui/bitstream/handle/%20123456789/1391/CARROLLCeuxDe1993.pdf?sequence=1
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Polish historiography emphasized that the reign of Báthory corresponds to 
the establishment of the Great Chancellor and Hetman of Poland’s faction, while 
the reign of Sigismund III rise the question of its survival taking into account the 
disagreements between him and the king. 

There are two interpretations regarding the situation of Zamoyski’s faction 
during the reign of Sigismund III (1587–1605). The first, which we can call it 
optimistic, belongs to Wojciech Tygielski, who argues that the political system 
built by the Chancellor survived – despite the problems – the conflict with the 
young Polish monarch47, and a pessimistic one, belonging to Wojciech Sokołowski, 
who emphasizes the errors in functioning of the Zamoyski’s faction. 

It’s worth bringing into question some of the statistics produced by W. 
Tygielski, who analyzed trends and developments of Zamoyski’s group of 
correspondents which are meaningful to our approach. 

For the years 1592-1601 he records a „violent increase” in the number of 
nobles’ correspondent of Zamoyski. Thus, ”the mass of petty nobility is turning to 
the Chancellor in seeking a life support or a broader perspective”48. 

Another significant statistic starts from the classification of requests 
addressed to the Chancellor, in offensive (aimed at obtaining a material gain or an 
office which implies the consent and the decision of the monarch) and patronage 
(requests that seek to gain positions by the exclusive decision of Zamoyski, at his 
court or on his domain). 

The former are more numerous during the reign of Báthory and in the period 
1597-1605, while the latter are more numerous between the years 1587–1596, 
which is considered by the author to be the period of the conflict with Sigismund 
III49. Tygielski considers that the authors of the letters addressed to the Chancellor 
were very well aware of the relations between him and the Polish monarchs 
between various lapses of times. This would imply, according to the statistics of 
Tygielski, that between 1597 and 1605, the relations between the king and the 
Chancellor were good, I would add, at least in appearance, if not in essence. 

Wojciech Sokołowski has focused his research on the political groups from 
Małopolska (Little Poland), between 1574 and 160550, and on the final period of 
Zamoyski’s political life51. According to him, “the analysis of the distribution of 
vacant offices in the years 1599–1605 and king’s refusal to fulfill requests of the 
 
Favorite, ed. J. H. Elliott and L. W. B. Brockliss, New Haven and London, 1999, with the inspirational 
article by A. Mączak, Favourite, Minister, Magnate: Power Strategies in the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth, p. 141–155; See also Ewa Dubas-Urwanowicz, O nowy kształt Rzeczyspospolitej, 
Kryzys polityczny w państwie w latach 1576–1586, DiG, 2013. 

47 Woiciech Tygielski, Listy-ludzie-władza. Patronat Jana Zamoyskiego w świetle korespondencji, 
Viator, Warszawa, 2007, p. 417–418 i passim. 

48 Tygielski, Stronnictwo, p. 215. Tygielski, A Faction, p. 186. 
49 Tygielski, A Faction, p. 190. 
50 Sokołowski, Politycy, passim. 
51 Wojciech Sokołowski, Schyłek działalności politycznej Jana Zamoyskiego, in: Kultura – polityka – 

dyplomacja. Studia ofiarowane Profesorowi Jaremie Maciszewskiemu w śeśczdzieśiątą rocznicę Jego 
urodzin, Warszawa, 1990, p. 378–402. 
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Chancellor regarding the appointment in the offices, indicates that the protection 
system (provided by chancellor – n.n.)” has ceased to be functional52. 

Moreover, “the offices and the so-called ministerial offices and the local 
offices in Little Poland (Małopolska) have soon started to be filled in, only by the 
people related to the royal court or close to it”53. Sokołowski underlines that the 
construction of king’s faction was made to the detriment of Zamoyski’s one54. One 
of the causes of the conflict between them was the dispute generated by the 
distribution of offices and dignities55. 

We would like to exemplify our opinion on the situation of Chancellor’s 
entourage on the basis of the case study of the relations connecting Jan Zamoyski 
and Jan Szcęsny Herburt56. For this also our research is continuing some older 
preoccupations both personal and of the Polish historians and is the result of the 
current state of documentation. 

Describing his bond with the Chancellor, Herburt uses the term “friendship”: 
“the friendship (przyjażń) between them (n.n. Zamoyski and Herburt) has 
increased, so it seemed that even the collapsed sky could not have broken it”57. The 
term used for this, for early modern period is polysemantic, covering in this case an 
affinity relationship, multifarious and multiplex58, which was based on family ties, 
political and financial connections, land interests, humanistic affinities and patronage. 

Zamoyski’s mother was a Herburt and their family relationship was as we 
have seen, well known. Zamoyski collaborated with Jan Szczęsny’s father, Jan, 
Castellan of Sanock; they were members of the diplomatic mission sent to France 
to bring Henri de Valois to Poland. When his father died, his mother entrusted Jan 
Sczęsny to Zamoyski for growth59. In this context, the hypothesis of L. Sczerbicka, 
 

52 Ibidem, p. 392. 
53 Ibidem, p. 394. This fact is also confirmed by the research of Edward Opaliński, who demonstrated 

that in the Great Poland where Sigismund III appointed also officials who were not linked with Jan 
Zamoyski, see: Edward Opaliński, Elita władzy w województwach poznańskim i kaliskim za Zygmunta III, 
Poznań 1981, p. 61–63. 

54 Sokołowski, Schyłek, p. 395–396. 
55 Sokołowski, Schyłek, p. 394, footnote 80, Jan Zamoyski is writing probably do Piotr Tylicki, 

[1599] ”bo niemal wszystkie me prośby teraz idą jakoby groch o ścianę miotał”, AGAD, AZ, 642 (drafts). 
56 Ludwika Szczerbicka, Jan Sczęsny Herburt – zarys monografii, in: Ze studiów nad literaturą 

staropolską, Wrocław, 1957; Stanisław Cynarski, Jan Szczęsny Herburt, PSB, tom IX, 1960–1961, p. 443–
445; Bobicescu, Notă pe marginea; Wojciech Tygielski, Listy-ludzie-władza. Patronat Jana Zamoyskiego w 
świetle korespondencji, Viator, Warszawa, 2007, passim. 

57 Władysław Łoziński, Prawem i lewem, tom 2, Wojny prywatne, Kraków, 1960, p. 113. 
58 Jeremy Boissevain, Friends of Friends. Networks, Manipulators and Coalitions, Oxford, 

Basil Blackwell, 1974, p. 28–33. Mark Greengrass, Functions and limits of political clientelism in 
France before Cardinal Richelieu, in: N. Bulst. R. Descimon, A. Guerreau (textes réunis par), L´état 
ou le roi. Le fonctions de la modernité monarchique en France (XIV–XVIIe siècles), Paris, 1996, p. 
73, who considers this kind of relation ”less contractual and more moral”; Elie Haddad, Noble 
clienteles in France in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries: a historiographical approach, in: 
French History, 20 (1), 2006, p. 88–89. 

59 Wojciech Tygielski, Klientela: więżi społeczne i grupa nacisku, in: Władza i społeczeństwo XVI i 
XVII wieku, Warszawa 1989, p. 265; there were also other Herburts involved in political relationship with 
Zamoyski,Tygielski, Listy, p. 181, 190 and passim; Bobicescu, Notă pe marginea, p. 202. 
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according to which Jan Zamoyski supported him financially during his studies at 
Ingolstadt60, seems true. Herburt calls the Chancellor “father” and “benefactor” 
(“dobrodziej”) and is signing his letters to him ”najniszy i jako syn, powolny 
sługa” (“lowest and as a son, humble servant”)61. 

The acquired humanistic culture brought Herburt closer not only to Zamoyski, 
but also to the humanists’ circle around the Chancellor. Zamoyski was thinking to 
nominate Herburt professor at the Academy of Zamość62. When he was asked for 
an advice on education of a young Radziwiłł, on the Herburt’s suggestions, he 
recommended Leiden and Lipsius63. 

It was also Herburt, the one who sent as an envoy to Istanbul, brought Greek 
manuscripts for Zamoyski’s library64. Heidenstein mentions him often, which is a 
clear indication of his closeness to the Chancellor and moreover, this could also be 
interpreted as an evidence of the bond between Heidenstein and Herburt. 

The political collaboration between Chancellor and Herburt was important. 
Until 1595 he was already sent to several diplomatic missions (England, Rome, 
Sweden and Prague), at least in some of them on Zamoyski’s personal commission. 

Their collaboration has also a military aspect, Herburt leading a company 
(“chorągiew”) in the two Danubian campaigns – 1595 and 1600 – of the Chancellor. 

Apart from that, he was involved in the Moldavian policy of Zamoyski. 
Alongside Zamoyski and Żółkiewski he was receiving the Jeremi Mohyla’s oath 
during the 1595 campaign65. He was a member of the commission which negotiated 
with the Habsburgs the conditions under which Poland would join the Holy 
League. During negotiations, Poland demanded Moldavia and Wallachia for the 
Commonwealth66. His family was related to that of Jeremy Mohila’s67, and in 1598 he 
was considered by a Transylvanian informer from Suceava “jung aber verstendlich”68. 
Jeremy Mohila also called him a “wise man” and “wielki przyjaciół” (“great 
friend”)69, a person worthy of respect. 

His qualities as an orator, the knowledge of the European political situation, 
recommended him for actions of mobilization of the nobility. It seems, based on 
 

60 Szczerbicka, Jan Sczęsny Herburt, p. 211–212. 
61 AGAD, AZ, 190, e.g. no. 83, Jan Szcęsny Herburt do Jana Zamoyskiego, 30.XII.1602. 
62 Szczerbicka, Jan Sczęsny Herburt, p. 215. 
63 Archiwum domu Radziwiłłów, Kraków, 1885, p. 103. 
64 Stanislaw Łempicki, Działalność Jana Zamoyskiego na polu szkolnictwa 1573–1605, in: 

Idem, Mecenat Wielkiego Kanclerza. Studia o Janie Zamoyskim, wyd. S. Grzybowski, Warszawa, 
1980, p. 204. 

65 Łożiński, Prawem i lewem, t. II, p. 112. 
66 Petre P. Panaitescu, Mihai Viteazul, București, 2002, p. 129–130; Josef Macůrek, Zápas Polska a 

Habsburků o přistup k Cernému Moři na sklonku 16 stol, Praga, 1931, p. 162. Conditions von den Polacken 
dem röm. Kayser und römichen Reich der Confederation vorgeschlagen. 

67 Otto Forst, Contribuție la cea mai veche genealogie a Movileștilor, in: Movileștii. Istorie și 
sipiritualitate românească, tom I, “Casa Noastră Movilească”, Sucevița, 2006, p. 36. 

68 Hurmuzaki-Iorga, XII, Necunoscut către Pangratie Sennyei, 25.V.1598, p. 354. 
69 Petre. P. Panaitescu, Documente privitoare la domnia lui Mihai Viteazul, București, 1936, Ieremia 

Movilă către Jan Szczęsny Herburt, Suceava, VIII.1598, p. 54. 
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the available data, that until the beginning of the rokosz, he has not played this role 
at the Diets, although has been elected by the nobility as deputy to many of them; 
this represents an indication not only of the link with Zamoyski, but also of the 
popularity he enjoyed among the provincial nobility at the dietinas (sejmiki). 
Before the very beginning of the campaign from 1600, Żolkiewski70 considered 
necessary his presence at the dietina from Wiśnic. 

As a consequence, we consider that not only the brightness of Zamoyski 
reflects over Herburt, but also that of Herburt reflects over Zamoyski. 

The relation with Zamoyski has also brought him material (he received from 
the Chancellor the leasing of the starosty from Jaworów)71, as well as financial 
benefits but also the perspective of a future career72. And precisely for this purpose 
was sent to the Court with information about the campaign in 1595, given that 
among the information he presented there, one was about the role he played in the 
negotiations in Țuțora. This ought to attract, his rewarding by the king, for services 
to the king and Commonwealth, independently of the good or bad relations between 
Chancellor and Sigismund. 

A crucial moment for Herburt’s career, it ought to be the diplomatic mission 
to Istanbul in 1598, whose secondary purpose was to obtain Moldavia for Poland. 
Last stipulation from his instruction, drawn up by Zamoyski, but written in the 
king’s name and known by him, mentions “and if he get all or the most important 
(n.n. requests), then he will gain our grace and gratitude”73. 

In the peace treaty concluded following the mission, the Ottomans granted to 
Jeremy the reign of Moldavia for life, becoming thus the guarantor of his stability 
in the relations with the Polish-Lithuanian Union. This failure could not have been 
rewarded by the king. Zamoyski, who wanted to obtain rewards for him, was tangled, 
as follows from his letter addressed to Krzysztof Radziwiłł, great hetman of 
Lithuania, to whom he emphasizes the efforts made by Herburt for the success of 
the mission. 

By this, he sought to keep Radziwiłł’s support to obtain a subsequent reward 
for Herburt from the king. The archbishop of Lviv, Jan Dymitr Solikowski, is 
writing to the king, we assume that following a letter received either from 
Zamoyski or from Herburt, that his gained merits, following the negotiations from 
Țuțora and the diplomatic mission, should be rewarded74. 
 

70 Corfus, Mihai Viteazul, Jan Sczęsny Herburt către Jan Zamoyski, p. 268; Sokołowski, Politycy,   
p. 35, footnote 40. 

71 Sczerbicka, Jan Sczęsny Herburt, p. 215. On 20.III.1601 he paid to Zamoyski debts of Jan Herburt, 
pan sanocki, probably his father, AGAD, AZ 190, Jan Sczęsny Herburt do Jana Zamoyskiego, no. 77, 
20.III.1601. 

72 He became royal secretary after the return from studies to Poland. 
73 Ilie Corfus, Documente privitoare la istoria României culese din arhivele polone. Secolul  

al XVI-lea, Bucureşti, Editura Academiei, 1979, instrucţiunile lui Ioan Felix Herburt, sol la Poartă, 8 V 1598, 
p. 387. 

74 Ilie Corfus, Documente privitoare la istoria României culese din arhivele polone. Secolele al  
XVI-lea şi al XVII-lea, Bucureşti, Editura Academiei, 2001, Ioan Solikowski către Sigismund al III-lea, 
24.VIII.1598, p. 126. 
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It is the period when Zamoyski, probably with the help of Piotr Tylicki tries 
unsuccessfully to obtain the consent of the king for the appointment of Jan 
Szczęsny Herburt in the position of the secular referendary (referendarz świecki)75. 

For the next period, the historiography identified the issue of Herburt’s 
pendulating between Zamoyski and the king. In the footsteps of Cynarski, Tygielski 
states that the temporary positioning of Herburt on king’side76, is based on his 
belief that he cannot have a further senatorial career if remains in the service of the 
Chancellor. 

Following Szczerbicka, the last moment of collaboration between the 
Chancellor and Herburt is represented by his participation in the military campaign 
from Moldavia and Wallachia in 1600, after which he started to support the king, 
fact demonstrated, among other things, by supporting the project of founding of a 
Jesuits academy in Lviv, which would have competed the Zamoyski’s Academy. 
The expression of their breaking was the withdrawing by the Chancellor in the 
middle of 1604 of the leasing of the Jaworowa starosty77. 

Let us try to place Herburt between Zamoyski and the king taking into 
account the speech at the local dietina from Wiśnic. Szczerbicka, Cynarski and 
Tygielski date the speech in 1599, which represents a dating error78. The speech 
must be inserted amongst the forerunner documents of the diet from 1603, during 
which the King tried to obtain the consent of nobility for the financing of the war 
with Sweden in Livonia. 

At the local dietina from Wiśnic, Herburt supports the royal project79 but 
warns against the Habsburgs threat over the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, 
already resulted in the losing of Wallachia, but which might have also reach its 
borders. In this context are made also his references to Moldavia and Wallachia. 

They are depicted as a courtyard (atrium) or a porch (sień), whose function is 
to protect the “house” (Commonwealth) against the Habsburgs: “from Wallachia in 
Moldavia and from Moldavia in Lviv and Sambor the Germans will bring their 
guns; (...) I say that if at this (n.n. following) Diet (Sejm) the Republic does not 
defends itself, and does not sees fast (n.n. the danger), we will end in the hands of 
the Habsburgs without waiting anymore the interregnum”. He further presents the 
project of taking into possession of Moldavia and Wallachia, in a lasting manner, 
by dividing them among the nobles. 

What was Zamoyski’s political position during this time? In the previous 
years, the Chancellor had fought in Livonia, which had been invaded by the 
Swedes, while Wallachia was lost. The research devoted to the Sejm from 1603 by 
 

75 Sokołowski, Schyłek, p. 393 footnote 79. 
76 Wioletta Urbaniak, Zamoysczycy bez Zamoyskiego. Studium dekompozycji ugrupowania 

magnackiego, Warszawa, 1995, passim. 
77 Szcerbicka, Jan Sczęsny Herburt, p. 225. 
78 Cristian A. Bobicescu, Notă pe marginea raporturilor lui Jan Zamoyski cu Moldova și Țara 

Românească, in: SMIM, 2002, passim. 
79 In his speech he is arguing that the loss of even the less important territory, will conduct to more 

serious losses. 
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Barbara Janiszewska-Mincer80 shows that in terms of foreign policy of the 
Commonwealth, clashed around in the previous period and during it, two options. 
The first was that of the king, who wanted a vote on sufficient taxes for a favorable 
end of the war with Sweden, and the second was of the Zamoyski’s faction, who 
was trying to persuade the Diet to decide over the recovery of Wallachia. 

The first field of confrontation between the two options were the local 
dietines (seimiki przedsejmowe) held before the diet, in which deputies were 
elected for the Sejm and their instructions, containing the position of the nobility 
on the king’s proposals were drawn up. In the light of the existing documentation 
Zamoyski’s position was supported by the local dietines from his area of influence. 

Interesting is the play acted by the Chancellor and Marek Sobieski, voievode 
of Lublin during the session of the Diet. Expressing his opinion as a senator about 
the royal proposal, Marek Sobieski has mourned the loss of Wallachia and 
presented the view for that the Commonwealth must regain it. Regarding the war 
with Sweden in Livonia, he said that he asks for the advice of the highest authority, 
thus of Jan Zamoyski, about its continuation. 

In his response, the Chancellor said that Sweden will not give up to Livonia, 
unless the Commonwealth will build a fleet and attack Sweden at home. We 
consider that, by making this allusion to the Second Punic War, Zamoyski 
indirectly suggests to the auditorium the postponing of the war with Sweden. In my 
opinion, those affirmations give us a new hint of his plan to reconquer Wallachia. 
Facing the lack of support for it from the deputies during the parliamentary session, 
the Chancellor resigned and later started to sustain the king’s goals81. 

Giving his speech at the local dietina from Wiśnic, Herburt speaks not only 
about the division of Moldavia and Wallachia “between Poles” but also about the 
royal project of financing the war with Sweden, supporting both the Chancellor and 
the King. He places himself somehow equally between both projects. The political 
discourses were addressed from the memory and it is significant that Herburt’s 
speech was preserved in multiple copies82. Perhaps, they were disseminated by the 
supporters of Chancellor, or by Herburt himself to ensure a better visibility for their 
project. 

In an attempt to establish exactly the moment of breakdown between the 
Chancellor and Herburt, we shall bring into discussion a moment registered in the 
historiography and an unpublished letter. Szczerbicka considered as eloquent for 
the end of collaboration between the two of them, as we have seen, the 
withdrawing by Zamoyski in the middle of 1604 of the leasing of the starosty of 
Jaworów to Herburt83. 
 

80 Barbara Janiszewska-Mincer, Rzeczpospolita Polska w latach 1600–1603 (Narastanie 
konfliktu między Zygmuntem III Wazą a stanami), Bydgoszcz, 1984, p. 98–104. 

81 Ibidem, p. 103, 105, 108, 104. 
82 Urszula Augustyniak, Informacja i propaganda w Polsce za Zygmunta III, Warszawa, 1981, p. 88. 
83 Szczerbicka notes also that Herburt did not participate in the Zamoyski’s Livonian campaign and 

moreover, he did not sent there the unit he commanded. Sczerbicka, Jan Szczęsny Herburt, p. 224. 
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We are able to bring into question on the basis of a letter of Herburt 
addressed to Sigismund III, the likely reason making the Chancellor to do that. 

In the letter, which is a response to a previous one received from the King, 
Herburt says that although it would violate the laws, he agrees, he will act in this 
regard and he will support the royal proposal of targeting the usage of the kwarta 
(permanent revenue levied from royal lands for defending of the Southern 
voivodeships)84 to the payment of the soldiers fighting for Livonia, because 
”quaqunque pro Republica fiunt, optime fiunt: salus Reipub(licae) suprema lex”85. 

This letter is dated March 3, 1604. The decision made by the Chancellor three 
months later proves that Herburt had already acted as he promised to the King, and 
this appeared to be something the Chancellor could not forgive. 

What might be the significance of the evolution of this dyad for the situation 
of the Chancellor’s faction? At this stage of documentation we can make some 
observations, starting from the development of the patron-client relations studies in 
the last decades. In the present, the patron, the faction leader, is seen more as a pole 
of attraction for his followers than as the leader of a hierarchical, rigid and 
disciplined structure86. 

This fact can make us to consider, that Wojciech Sokołowski, starting from a 
very strict concept of discipline of the clients from a faction, overvalued their 
degree of dependency on their patrons. Moreover, the loyalties are intermittent and 
multiple87, especially among prominent clients88, a fact also proved by the episode 
we underlined related to the triangle Zamoyski – Herburt -Sigismund III. 

If we accept this view, then we can argue that the attitude of Zamoyski, who 
withdrew him the leasing of Jaworów starosty, ultimately forced Herburt to pass on 
the King’ side. This would imply that Zamoyski, at least in this particular case, did 
not tolerate an act of indiscipline. Should this lead us to assume that his leadership 
was different from the specific one, revealed by Anglo-Saxon historiography 
research for other political areas? Was Richelieu just a pole of attraction for his 
entrusted men? 

The second aspect that is worth to be mentioned starts with the sending of 
Herburt to the Court with information on the 1595 campaign. Their simple 
presentation emphasized his merits and should be followed by his rewarding by the 
king, regardless of his relationship with Zamoyski, for his role in expanding the 
prestige of the Commonwealth. In my opinion this can be generalized upon the 
requests sent by the soldiers to the hetman during or after the military campaigns. 
These are exclusively based on the merits accumulated on the battlefield. Those 
 

84 Anna Suchenni-Grabowska, Walka o wymiar i przeznaczenie kwarty w końcu XVI i na 
początku XVII stulecia, in: Idem, Wolność i prawo w staropolskiej koncepcji państwa, Warszawa, 
2009, p. 217–247, 236. 

85 AGAD, tzw. Metryka Litewska, IX 53, f. 183, Jan Szcęsny Herburt do Zygmunta III, 8.III.1604. 
86 Caroll, Ceux de Guise, p. 77. 
87 Kristen B. Neuschel, Word of Honor. Interpreting noble culture in Sixteenth-Century France, 

Ithaca and London, 1989, p. 12–13. 
88 Ibidem, p. 69–72, 90. 
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requests are independent of good or poor orientation of the petitioners in the 
relations between hetman and the king. Moreover, they should be independent of 
the relations between king and his grand hetman! 

An analysis of petitions made during or immediately after the military 
campaigns could provide us a more complete picture of the soldiers putting 
pressure on the Chancellor89. 

The Herburt’s discourse brings to light not only the possible interests of the 
speaker90, but also his efforts to gain the support of the nobles, some of them 
maybe connected with him, for the Zamoyski’s plans presenting them the 
possibility to obtain lands in the Danubian principalities91. 

It is likely that the sliding of some of Zamoyski’s clients to the king’s side 
may have been influenced also by the engagement of the Chancellor’s faction in 
two wars, in the Danubian Principalities and to the north, which implied the 
mobilization of their financial and human resources92. 

Great chancellor and hetman of the Crown, Jan Zamoyski was acting 
intensively as a colonizer. Peyton’s remarks about the colonization of soldiers by 
Stefan Báthory in Livonia are correct, except that King’s name should be replaced 
by his favorite one, talking about the initiator of the project93. It is worth 
mentioning that the Chancellor had colonized former soldiers on his lands, a 
territory newly conquered by the Republic, thus creating a closer tie with the 
ancient territory of the Commonwealth. At the turn of the sixteenth century and 
beginning of the next one, the Hetman has colonized with soldiers and former 
soldiers the Crown territories near the borders of Moldavia94. 

The instruction for Stanisław Gulski, Polish envoy to the Ottoman Porte in 
1597, contained the request to move away the Tatars from the proximity of the 
Cetatea Alba and Tighina and instead of them to settle down Polish “householders 
and merchants”95. 
 

89 W. Tygielski, Listy, p. 179, mentions those letters, but we consider that a further quantitative 
analysis should be undertaken. 

90 Who some years later was corresponding with Gabriel Báthory, during the rokosz led by 
Zebrzydowski, when the rebels declared that they no longer owed allegiance to Sigismund III, planned to put 
Báthory on the Polish throne and himself on the Transylvanian one. Siedmiogód a Polska 1576–1613, PWN, 
1967, p. 192–197; Szczerbicka, Jan Szcęszny Herburt, p. 248–249. 

91 Herburt is asking the Chancellor to pay the soldiers from his unit and also asks him to ennoble his 
faithfull servant, who served him during the Istanbul mission and also during the 1600 campaign, AGAD, 
AZ, 190, Jan Sczęsny Herburt do Jana Zamoyskiego, 22.VI.1599, and Jan Sczęsny Herburt do Jana 
Zamoyskiego, 18.II.1601. 

92 During this period Potocki brothers, dissatisfied by the rewards obtained as „zamoysczycy”, were 
searching and finding a direct link with the king Corfus, Documente XVI, Ioan Potocki către Ioan 
Porudyński, 4.VIII.1600, p. 411–412. 

93 W. Tygielski, Listy, p. 152–153, Mączak, Klientela, p. 158. 
94 Alexander Tarnawski, Działalność gospodarcza Jana Zamoyskiego, kanclerza i hetmana w. kor. 

(1572–1605), Lwów, Warszawa, 1935, p. 337–339. 
95 Corfus, Documente XVI, Instrucţiunile lui Stanislav Gulski, sol la Poartă, <1597>, p. 380. 
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Relatives of Zamoyski96 and people from his entourage97 were involved in 
this activity. The undertaken actions had also a military finality. Considering the 
creation of a militarized border area98 – as Weresczyński and Grabowski proposed, 
designed primarily to prevent Tartar invasions, since Moldavia was crossed by one 
of the three roads (szlak wołoski) used by the invading Tatars, these noble-soldiers 
would have defended Moldavia, too. 

We can assume that colonization plans for Moldavia with Polish nobles and 
soldiers began to be implemented yet during the campaign of 1595. This fact is 
proved by a stipulation from a document, dated in the same year. 

This is the oath of Jeremy Mohila, preserved in several copies, each slightly 
different99, containing the stipulation that: “marriages ... and possessions to be free 
for Moldavians in Poland and for Poles in Moldavia”100. Although this stipulation 
appears in a Moldavian document, taking the form of a Moldavian proposal to be 
approved by the Poles, it should actually be considered as a Polish initiative, 
introduced in the oath as a result of preliminary negotiations between the two parts, 
before the oath and its drawing up. 

We can consider that a first step towards implementation of colonization in 
Moldavia it was even the presence of the remaining Polish army to secure the new 
prince, in 1595. This was guaranteed by the Polish-Tatar agreement from Țuțora, 
which stipulates the maintenance of a military detachment, assuring the safety of 
the Moldavian prince. 

Although the agreement does not mention it expresis verbis, in the contemporary 
sources is recorded the information according to which the protection was assured 
by Polish military units. In the privilege issued in 1597 by the king Sigismund III 
to invest Jeremy Mohila, was introduced the stipulation, that dignities and offices 
were to be granted to the meritorious servants, Polish included, presumably. 

One of the conditions on which Jeremy Mohila and his brother Simion, 
prince of Wallachia, have sworn in 1600 stipulates: “be given endowments in those 
countries [Moldavia and Wallachia] to the meritorious people of Polish origin, and 
they as well as those who through marriage or by acquiring lands put there their 
roots should not be judged by any other law, but by the Polish one, and so those to 
whom the indygenat was granted”101. If we assume that the mutual condition of 
 

96 Sokołowski, Schyłek, p. 92–93, Jan Zamoyski, strażnik koronny, in Podolia and Bracław 
voievodship. 

97 Wojciech Polak, O Kreml i Somoleńszczyznę. Polityka Rzeczypospolitej wobec Moskwy w latach 
1607–1612, Wydawnictwo TNT, Toruń, 1995. p. 285, about the actions of Stefan Potocki. 

98 Zamoyski was also advocated this idea, Hermann Vahle, Die Reception römischer Staatstheorie in 
der zweiten Hälfte des 16 Jahrhunderts durch Jan Zamoyski, 1968, p. 63. 

99 I identified a new copy, which is identical with the one published by Hurmuzaki-Bogdan, 
Biblioteka Czartoryskich, ms. IV 351, Juramentum Electi Palatini Moldaviae, f. 281–282. 

100 Hurmuzaki-Bogdan, Documente privitoare la Istoria Românilor, Supll. II, vol. I, Jurământul de 
supunere şi credinţă al lui Ieremia Movilă, domnul Moldovei, şi boierilor sei, cătră regele Poloniei Sigismund 
III, Bucureşci, 1893, p. 344–345. 

101 Hurmuzaki-Bogdan, Documente, II-1, Conditie na ktore przysięgali hospodarowie oba, Hieronim 
Wołoskii y Symeon Mochiła, brat Hieronimów, hospodar Multanski teraznieyszy, p. 642–643. 
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buying land in the oath of Jeremy from 1595 can also be extended to the Polish 
soldiers, we are facing a policy consistently pursued in Moldavia by Zamoyski and 
the king. 

More difficult is to estimate the number of the soldiers that Zamoyski would 
have intended to settle in Moldavia and Wallachia. Romanian archives do not 
include specific military documents which could provide clues about the number of 
soldiers stationed in Moldavia and temporarily in Wallachia. Even so, those 
numbers could only offer a relatively hint, because they are at the intersection of 
military defense needs of Moldova and Wallachia and the land interests of nobles, 
identified by the entourage of the Chancellor. Conditions over which the two 
Mohila brothers have sworn in 1600 give the number of 6,000 Polish soldiers who 
should be into their service. In 1597 Taranowski proposed to Michael the Brave to 
hire 2–3000 “Polish soldiers”102. Based on these numbers, we can assume for now, 
that the numbers that different Polish-Lithuanian circles had in mind for settling in 
Moldavia and Wallachia, in different periods, were around 3000 and 6000 soldiers 
or former soldiers. 

Information concerning Polish soldiers who are already in Moldavia can 
provide us clues about the economic situation of groups that Zamoyski and his 
entourage wanted to colonize there. 

Fragmentary data allow us to suggest that at least some of the Polish soldiers 
from Moldavia belong to the poor nobility and their financial situation was precarious. 

Thus, the Polish soldiers from the garrison in Suceava, which surrendered to 
Michael the Brave, were living there with their wives and children, which makes us 
to suppose either that they had no property, nor they had sufficient to ensure the 
subsistence of their families. Also, we do not know if their families were “Polish” 
or “Moldavians”103. Another hint in this direction may be the information from 
Stanislaw Chański, the commander of the Polish military units in the service of 
Jeremy Mohila, according to which he left his child to the primate of Poland, 
Stanislaw Karnkowski, to take care of104. 

Another Polish, also serving in Moldavia asks Zamoyski, to which he still is 
in a dependency report, despite his Moldavian service, to allow him to pass in the 
service of Mihai the Brave: “where the work of the soldiers and warlike pursuits 
are ongoing and are accepted and gratefully rewarded”105. This information 
 

102 Ștefan Andreescu, Relațiile lui Mihai Viteazul cu Polonia: misiunea lui Constantin Vorși, in Idem, 
Restitutio Daciae, t. III, Albatros, 1997, p. 128. 

103 Karol Lopatecki, Związki małżeńskie i pozamałżeńskie w armii koronnej i litewskiej w XVI i XVII 
stuleciu-prawo i stan faktyczny, in: Miscellanea historico-iuridica, tom XIII, z. 2, 2014, p. 47–71, who 
discusses the question of the soldiers „families”. 

104 Corfus, Mihai Viteazul și Polonii, Stanisław Chański către Stanisław Karnkowski, 8.II.1596, 
Suceava, p. 221. 

105 Apud. I. Corfus, Mihai Viteazul, p. 41–43: This attitude reminds us the observations of I. Corfus on 
the Polish-Ruthenian “mercenary szlachta” from the borders area. Its enrollment in the service of the country, 
and especially in the service of the foreigners, constituted one of its main sources of existence. Corfus 
mentions also the attempts made by the king and Zamoyski to stop these nobles to pass in the service of 
Michael the Brave. 
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supplements those from Mandina’s instruction and Peyton’s description about poor 
nobility on military activities or connected with the army, which had or would be 
subject to the colonization activities. 

But which are the strategies of these soldiers? Do they want to remain in the 
country or see their future within the borders of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth? 
Did the two options could become one? Also in this case, the scanty evidence 
prevents us to give a strong response. 

Some of them wanted to go back, others put their roots there or become 
Moldavian officials (pan Hannibal Mikołaj Strozzi – Steward)106 and some, 
including even Stanisław Chański, committed themselves to support a rapprochement 
between Moldavian and Polish-Lithuanian elites. He tried even to determine  
S. Karnkowski, an opponent of Zamoyski’s Moldavian policy, to sustain the chancellor 
regarding the Moldavian campaign107. Does this signify that Chański sees his future 
in connection to Moldavia? 

I think that it is appropriate to point out here on the issue of reception of 
antiquity and the forms it took in the efforts and plans related to the studied topic. 
Describing the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth to King Jacob I we have seen John 
Peyton using the Roman Republic and the events at its end as a reference point. 

This view is shared not only by Zamoyski, who had studied the senate of 
Republican Rome108 at Padua, but certainly by the members of his entourage who 
had a classical culture. An older but still valuable work about the reception of the 
Roman state theory in Poland in the second half of the sixteenth century is focused 
on Jan Zamoyski and his political activity, the colonization actions included109. 

Settling soldiers or former soldiers, or just planning their colonization, 
Zamoyski had before his eyes the image of the end of Republican Rome and 
connections established after colonization between veterans and consuls or 
dictators. Precisely the stipulation from Jeremy Mohila’s oath from 1595, targeting 
the mutual marriages and possession of land in Moldavia and Poland, which years 
ago we had connected with the similar one included among the articles of the 
Union of Lublin, may be, also, linked to the Roman history. 

Thus, according to Livy, after the Roman conquest of Macedonia in 146 BC 
the former kingdom was divided into four administrative regions, and their 
inhabitants were allowed to marry and to own property in only one of the four 
regions110 in order to diminish the links between them. Most likely, Zamoyski may 
have known this fragment of Livy. 
 

106 Biblioteka PANPAU, ms. 1690, Symeon Mohila do Floryana Oleszki, 5.IX.1607, although 
Mikołaj was a Polish name, Strozzi was an Italian one, and “pan Hannibal” was an Italian in the service of 
Zamoyski’s family, who returned in Poland after the fall of the Mochylas. 

107 Corfus, Mihai Viteazul, Stanisław Chański către Stanisław Karnkowski, 8.II.1596, Suceava,  
p. 221. 

108 Ioannis Sarii Zamoscii De senatu Romano Libri Duo, Venetiis, apud Iordanum Ziletum, 1563. 
109 Vahle, Die Reception, the chapter Zamoyski als Kolonisator, p. 64–68. 
110 Livy, book XLV, XXIX. 
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The common point between the Malaspina’s letter to Cinzio Aldobrandini 
and the instruction for Mandina is the depopulation of Moldavia. This fact 
corresponds to reality, but not least, this perception of the participants of the 
expedition from 1595 must have been accentuated by the fleeing of the inhabitants, 
caused by the previous and present military operations, as well as by the coming 
news of the Tatars attacks111. 

The image of a depopulated Moldavia has circulated between Krakow and 
Rome and partially was one of the premises favoring the occurrence of 
colonization plans in Mandina’s instruction and the Polish milieu. It is also 
mentioned in a source emerged within the Zamoyski’s entourage, at the occurrence 
of which even the Chancellor has contributed. Heidenstein in Rerum Polonicarum 
notes that in Moldavia, as a result of the wars and the cruelty of princes, the 
population had dropped to 15,000 families, mostly peasants, stating that “the 
nobles whom they call boyars were very few”112. 

This mention of Heidenstein helps us to nuance the relationship between 
planned and rational actions and those culturally conditioned, both of them implied 
in the genesis and the attempts of colonization actions in Moldavia. The perception 
of a depopulated country the participating soldiers to the 1595 military campaign 
have had was partly predetermined. Moldavia, along with Moscow and the Ottoman 
Empire, were perceived in Poland as places of princely tyranny113, which in the 
Polish conception of the period can occur there where there is no nobility114. “In 
Moldavia there is no nobility, all are equal among themselves, and they are already 
used to the fact that someone with a few herds of sheep will soon want to become a 
great lord (pan) and finally prince”115. In the vision of some “Polish” nobles this 
attitude was conditioning the occurrence of a tyrannical behavior of princes, which 
in turn was for the Polish milieu a determinant factor of depopulation. 

Hieronim Ossoliński, a collaborator of Zamoyski in first part of his career, 
sketched this picture of the political life of Moldavia at the mid of sixteenth 
century, trying to answer to the question whether Sigismund Augustus should 
accept or not the homage of Moldavia. Although he was against such solutions, 
considering it perishable, yet he suggests modalities under which Moldavia could 
be stably linked to the Republic. Those would imply the presence of the Polish 
army in Moldavia and of the military commanders in the Moldavian council, which 
on one hand will prevent Moldovans to stand up against their prince, and the prince 
to behave tyrannically. 
 

111 Corfus, Jurnalul, p. 5. 
112 Rerum Polonicarum ab excessu Sigismundi Augusti libri XII, Frankfurt am Menem 1672, p. 315: 

“parti bellis superiorib. Turcicis, parti Principu suoru crudelitate, hoc tempore vix 15 millia patrufamilias 
relicta eset: inter quos ipsos tame equestris ordinis seu bojari, ut ipsi vocant, pauci omnio, rustic. plebis 
maxima pars est”. 

113Zbigniew Brzeziński, Tyran i tyrania w staropolskim języku politycznym (XVI-XVIIw.), in: 
Społeczeństwo staropolskie, Seria Nowa, tom I, Warszawa 2008, p. 309–316. 

114 Ibidem, p. 296. 
115 Hurmuzaki-Bogdan, II–I, Bucureşci, 1893, Discursul lui H. Ossoliński la dieta din 1553, 

24.II.1553, p. 193–196. 




